TOP SECRET, 



February 25, 1959 



Dear Chris: 

In my latter of January 14, 1959 to tha Secretary, I cited a 
portion of cor rent U.S. Policy Toward Germany (NSC 5803, Par. 44) 
which call* on the United State* to give continuing consideration to 
alternatives for Ao achievement of German «vrtffTttim. I also 
pointed oat that In approving this polity the President had directed 
State, Defease, and Ike Joint Chiefs jointly to make the continuing 
study of such alternatives, reporting the results to the Council prior 
to July 1958 (NSC Action No. 1851). 

Although the Secretary had made one such report to the Council 
on June 19, 1958, my letter to him of last January suggested the 
desirability of a further report by him, together with Secretary 
McElroy and General Twining. X believe that the Secretary intended 
to make such a report in connection with Us more general report to 
the Council on bis recent trip to London, Parle, and Bonn which was 
scheduled for the Council meeting of February 12. As you may recall, 
the Secretary was unable to be present at this meeting. While Mr. 
Merchant gave us an excellent account of the Secretary's overseas 
trip, he did not specifically Include anything on the problem of 
possible alternatives for achieving Gorman unification. 
I 

It has occurred to me that in view of Khrus char's strong speech 
of February 24, opposing a Foreign Ministers' meeting and otherwise 
attacking Western positions, and also because of various suggested 
alternative approaches to the problem of German unification from 
Ambassador Thompson and perhaps other U.S. representatives abroad, 
it might not be amiss to ask you to give the Council In the near future 
a short report on the problem. Knowing that this problem le under 
constant consideration In State, I would hope that the preparation of the 
report would not constitute an added strain. 
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W you think wall of my proposal, could you tot mo know a 
onto which would ho eonvoniont for you. allowing tlmo lor Mr. 
McElroy and Gonoral Twining to provldo thoir contribution? 



Slacorsly* 



(Signed) Gordon Gray 

Gordon Oray 
Spoelal Afftetaat to too Pvotldont 
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Honorable Christian A. Hortor 
Acting Socrotary of Stat* 
Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 



cc: Mr. Lay 
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